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1. Charters to religious houses in Scotland

Charters to Coldstream Priory

The charters of successive earls of Dunbar and of their family and dependants to the nuns at Coldstream relate the foundation and endowment of the priory over one hundred and twenty years. 

1. C[ospatric] the earl gives land in Lennel and Birgham. His wife Deirdre gives land in Hirsel and Hirsel church. Norman gives land in Lennel. [22.8.1138 x 1166, probably c.28.3.1165 x 1166 and before no 2]

Source
BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 8r-8v 

Printed
Coldstream Cartulary,  no 11

2. Cospatric the earl gives half of Lennel church, and land in Lennel and Birgham. His wife Deirdre gives land in Hirsel and Hirsel church, which he confirms. With ‘Addoc’ he gives further land in Lennel and Norman son of Edulf gives land in Lennel.  [22. 8.1138 x 1166, probably c. 28.3.1165 x 1166 and after no 1]

Source
BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 6r-6v

Printed
Coldstream Cartulary, no 8

3.  Earl Waldeve confirms his father’s gift of half of the church of Lennel and gives the other half of the church, after the death of the incumbent. He confirms Whitchester and common land in his surrounding pasturelands. He confirms land in Hirsel and Hirsel church and all the land given in Lennel by Norman son of Edulf. [1175 x 1182]

Source
NAS , GD 212/2/1/13 = A

BL , MS. Harley  6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 19v –20v = B

Printed    
Coldstream Cartulary, no 26 (from B)

4.   Earl Patrick [I] confirms the church of Lennel as confirmed in the charters of his predecessors Earl Gospatric and his father Earl Waldeve. [1182 x c.1211, probably x c.1200]

Source
            BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), f. 5v

Printed
            Coldstream Cartulary, no 7

5.  Earl Patrick [I] confirms  Skaithmuir by its rightful boundaries as Adam, Osbert’s son, held it.   [1182 x 31.12.1232, probably x c.1200]

Source
             NAS, GD 212/2/1/3: with seal , no visible counterseal = A

BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 3v-4r = B

Printed
             Coldstream Cartulary,  no 4  (from B)

6.    Earl Patrick [I] confirms Skaithmuir by its rightful boundaries which Norman, Norman’s son, gave as dower to his wife Amabel. [1184 x 1200]

Source
            BL, MS. Harley  6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 2v-3v

Printed
            Coldstream Cartulary, no 3

7.   P[atrick][I] earl of Dunbar confirms Hirsel church with everything rightfully belonging to it, as witnessed and confirmed by the charters of the earls Gospatric and Waldeve and of his uncle Patrick and his son William. [21 5 .1203 x 1209]

Source
            BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 12v-13r

Printed
            Coldstream Cartulary, no 17

8. *Earl Patrick [I] confirms the grant of Faw Law and an adjacent meadow in Bassendean by Robert de Maille. [29.03.1206 x c. 2.08.1221]

Source
Reference in a charter of Robert de Maille, nephew of Warin or Gavin de/le Maille 

(BL, MS. Harley  6670,  ff. 43r-43v ; Cold. Cart., no 46)

 9.  Patrick [I or II] earl of Dunbar gives land at Hirsel which is beside the Leet, south of the bridge, to St Mary of Coldstream and the nuns there, [c.1220 x 1237]

Source   
BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 14r-14v

Printed 
             Coldstream Cartulary, no 19

10. Patrick [II] earl of Dunbar confirms all the lands, possessions and liberties granted or given in exchange by himself and his predecessors and others in Hirsel and Lennel and Whitchester, everything in Bassendean and Thornydykes, and everything given to the nuns by anyone within his earldom or demesne. If anyone does an injustice  to the nuns regarding these, he and his heirs will make full reparation.  [31.12.1232 x 13.12.1248]

Source   
NAS, GD 212/2/1/30 = A

BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream priory cartulary), ff. 52v-54r = B

Printed
             Coldstream Cartulary, no 57 (from B)

 11.    Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar gives land in Old Hirsel held hereditarily of the earl by Walter the chaplain son of Walter son of Sir Thomas of Darnchester, and resigned and quitclaimed by him by staff and baton in the full court of the earl for default of the service owed him from the land. [1248 (x13.12) x  24.8.1289]

Source 
             BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream priory cartulary), ff. 11v-12v

Printed
             Coldstream Cartulary, no 16

12.
* Earl Patrick [III] gave houses in Ramsden on the Ness Street in Berwick which had formerly belonged to David the tailor.[1248 (x 13.12) x 24.8.1289]

Comment
Reference in a charter of Sir Patrick, son of the earl  (Cold. Cart., no 14)

13.
Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar confirms all his land in the toun of Lennel, namely the south toun of Lennel with everything which belongs to it . [1248 (x13.12.) x 21.6.1270]

Source
               BL, MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream priory cartulary), ff. 6v-7v

Printed
               Coldstream Cartulary, no 9

14.    Pat[rick][III] earl of Dunbar gives all the land with a toft and a croft by its rightful boundaries which Alan the chaplain son of Gilbert of Hassington held in Lennel. [1248 (x 13.12)x 24.8.1289, probably 1273]

Source
               NAS, GD 212/ 2/1/2 = A

  BL, MS. Harley  6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), f. 2r-2v = B

Printed
              Coldstream  Cartulary, no 2 (from B)

15.  Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar gives all the land in  Lennel which was formerly Sir Patrick Edgar’s, with its men, and their children and their goods. Sir Patrick Edgar surrendered and resigned the land by staff and baton in full court for default of the service owed to the earl and quitclaimed his right in it to the earl.[13.10.1273 x 24.8.1289, probably 1273]

Source
NAS, GD 212 / 2/1/1: with seal , with counterseal = A

BL,  MS. Harley 6670 (Coldstream Priory cartulary), ff. 1r-2r = B

Printed
Coldstream Cartulary, no 1 (from B)

Charters to Dryburgh Abbey

Five charters of the Dunbar earls to the canons of Dryburgh survive in somewhat poor fifteenth-century cartulary copy. The absence of witness lists from the charter copies makes it difficult to date them accurately, but none predates the accession of Patrick I in 1182. 

1. Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms the peatery in Fans and a half acre of peatery south of the ditches as contained in the charter of Richard of Fans; also the whole meadow of Kingside by its full boundaries, to be held of Richard of Fans and his heirs for the agreed time. The earl  reserves the service due to him.  [1182 x 31.12.1232, probably c.1200]

Source
             NLS, MS. Adv. 34 . 4. 7 (Dryburgh Abbey cartulary), ff. 58v – 59r

Printed
             Dryburgh Liber, no 199

2.  Earl Patrick [I] of Dunbar gives the land called ‘Elwinesley’ up along the hedge as far as ‘Duneden’ and up as far as ‘Risebridge’ and from there by Malcolm’s Road to ‘Strikerden’ and then as far as the Leader; also land in Earlston with common pasture. [1182 x 31.12.1232, probably c.1205]

Source
             NLS, MS. Adv. 34 .4. 7 (Dryburgh Abbey cartulary), ff. 37v-38r

Printed
             Dryburgh Liber, no 116

3.  Earl Patrick (I), in view of the conflict and dispute between himself and the canons of Dryburgh over the rightful boundaries between his land of Earlston and their grange of Kedslie  gives certification of the boundaries to the canons and has walked round the rightful stated boundaries.  [1182 x 31.12.1232, probably c.1200]

Source
             NLS,  MS. Adv. 34. 4. 7 (Dryburgh Abbey cartulary), ff. 37r-37v

Printed
             Dryburgh Liber, no 114

4.  Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar gives a toft in his burgh of Dunbar which belonged to Hugh, formerly his father’s chaplain, with a house and land which Hugh held in Dunbar [c.1186 x 31.12.1232]

Source
              NLS,  MS. Adv. 34. 4. 7 (Dryburgh Abbey cartulary), f. 39r

Printed
             Dryburgh Liber,  no 121

5. Earl Patrick [I] of Dunbar gives ‘Elwinesley’ by stated boundaries (as in no 2 above), and land in Earlston with common pasture; also a toft in his burgh of Dunbar which belonged to Hugh formerly chaplain of Sir Patrick the earl’s uncle, with a house and land which he held in Dunbar. [c.1186  x 31.12.1232]

Source
              NLS, MS. Adv. 34. 4. 7 (Dryburgh Abbey cartulary), ff. 105v-106r

Printed
              Dryburgh Liber, no 300

Charters to Kelso Abbey

A charter of Patrick IV issued perhaps soon after his accession to the earldom on the death of his father in 1289 lists the many grants of churches and lands by his predecessors and by other members of the Dunbar family to Kelso Abbey over a period of approximately 160 years.
  A more piecemeal picture is provided by numerous Dunbar charters to the abbey, some of them difficult even to arrange chronologically, let alone to date. They provide, however, increasing definition and detail, revealing complexities of agreements and prompting a re-assessment of apparently simple processes of benefaction. 

1. Earl Cospatric grants  to the church of St Nicholas, Hume, one ploughgate, and a parish, namely the toun of Hume and half of Gordon, for the redemption of sins and the salvation of souls. Dated 24 March.  [24. 03.1128 x 22 .08 1138]

Source

NLS, MS. Adv. 34 .5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary),  f. 112 r

Printed

Kelso Liber, no 288

2.  Earl Cospatric gives to Kelso, the church of Hume, to be held by the same tenure as the priest Orm held it, and the church of Fogo with all its pertinents. [20/24.5.1153 x 1159]

Source
              NLS, MS. Adv. 34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), f. 112r

Printed
              Kelso Liber, no 287

3. Earl Cospatric gives the church of Greenlaw ; reserving the tenure of Nigel the clerk who may hold the church freely of the monks for his lifetime. [1159 x 1162]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv. 34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), ff. 31r-31v

Printed
               Kelso Liber, no 79

4. Earl Cospatric gives Hume Church with land  the church of Greenlaw with the chapel of Lambden and adjacent territory, the church of Fogo with one ploughgate and the land known as Bothwell shielings, as deaf Hugh fully held it.  [1138 x  8.12.1166, probably 1159/1160 x 8.12.1166]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv. 34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), f. 29r

Printed
               Kelso Liber, no 71

5.  Earl Waldeve confirms the church of Hume with land, the church of Greenlaw with one ploughgate  [and with the chapels of Lambden and Halliburton and adjacent lands], the church of Fogo with one ploughgate and Bothwell shielings by their rightful boundaries.  [1166 (x 8.12)  x  1182]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv.  34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), f. 29v

Printed
               Kelso Liber, no 73

6. Earl Waldeve gives Haldane, his brother William and all their children and descendants to the abbot and monks of Kelso. [1166 (x 8.12) x 1182]

Source
               NLS, MS.  Adv.  34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), f. 49v

Printed
               Kelso Liber, no 128

7.  Earl Patrick [I] confirms the church of Hume with two ploughgates and with the meadow called ‘Harastruther’ in Hume, the church of Greenlaw with one ploughgate and the chapels of Lambden and Halliburton and lands adjacent, and the church of Fogo with one ploughgate. Also Bothwell shielings by stated boundaries. [1182 x 31.12.1232, probably c.1200]

Source                NLS, MS. Adv.  34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), ff. 29r-29v

Printed
              Kelso Liber, no 72

8. Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms the land in Greenlaw which William son of Patrick gave them. [1182 x 31.12.1232, probably  x 1200]

Source
              NLS, MS. Adv. 34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary),  f. 31v

Printed
              Kelso Liber, no 80

9.  P[atrick][I] earl of Dunbar and P[atrick] his son make an agreement with the abbot and convent of Melrose concerning payment of the ferme of land in Hume. [c.1206  x  5.10.1217]

Source
              NLS, MS. Adv. 34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), f. 114 r

Printed
              Kelso Liber, no 294

10.  Patrick [I] confirms the gift which his daughter Ada de Courtenay made to them of the land above the bank of the River Eden by the boundaries contained in her charter. [c.1220 x 31.12.1232]

Source
              NLS, MS. Adv. 34.5.1 (Kelso Abbey cartulary), f. 50r

Printed
              Kelso Liber, no 130

11. *Earl  Patrick [II] confirmed the churches of Fogo, Hume,and Greenlaw to Kelso Abbey. [31.12.1232 x 13.12.1248]

Reference in Kelso Liber, no 77, a charter of Patrick IV given possibly on his accession in 1289

Charters to May Priory

The earls’ benefactions to May were modest but well-attuned to the needs of the community there. They supplemented the generous endowments of David I and his grandsons; in this there was more to be gained than mere prestige, for the Dunbar charters and acts, some now lost, reveal something of the commercial network in which monks and magnates operated and hint at aspects of their dealings which show that profit sat comfortably with the spiritual concerns they expressed.  

 1.   Gospatric earl of Dunbar gives to St Ethernan of May and the brothers there a complete toft beside the earl’s harbour of Biel.  At Dunbar. [1140 x 1153-9]

Source     
BL,  MS. Egerton 3031 (Reading Abbey cartulary), f. 62v

Printed
A.A. M. Duncan, ‘Documents relating to the priory of the Isle of May, c.1140 –      1313. ‘ PSAS, xc, (1956-7) 74-5, no 53

2. * Earl Patrick [I] granted five acres near the harbour of Biel. [1182 x 1232]

Reference in Rotulus Cartarum ( Stuart, May Recs., cxiii) - ‘ Carta Patricii Comitis de V. acris terre juxta portum de Bele ’. This may refer to a confirmation of no 1 by Gospatric’s grandson, Patrick I. 

3.   * Earl Patrick [I or II] confirmed land near the Kell Burn and pasture in Lammermuir to the  priory of May.  [1182 x 13.12.1248, probably x c.1226]

Reference in ‘Rotulus Cartarum’ (Stuart, May Recs., cxii ). The entry reads

‘Confirmacio Comitis Patricii de terra juxta Kaluerburne et  pastura’. Possibly the grant confirmed here is that of John son of Michael, before 1226 (Stuart, May Recs.,16, no 24). 

4*   Earl Patrick [II] granted to the priory of May land in the ‘Windidur’ area by stated boundaries. [31.12. 1232 x 13.12.1248]

Reference to Earl Patrick’s grant and  charter in Patrick III’s confirmation of this act, 1273 x 1279,  St Andrews Liber, 379 (Stuart, May Recs.,14, no 21), no 5 below. It may be the same grant as in no 3 above.

 5.   Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar confirms land in Lammermuir by stated boundaries, with common pasture. [15.10.1273 x 1279, probably 1274 x 28. 05.1279]

Source                NAS, GD 45/27/8 (St Andrews Priory cartulary), f. 161r

  NLS, MS. Adv. 9A. i. 3 (Transcript), ff. 331r- 331v

  Title entered in ‘Rotulus Cartarum’  (Stuart, May Recs., cxiii).

Printed
              St Andrews Liber, 379; Stuart, May Recs.,14, no 21

6.   Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar gives a cow which his predecessors received and which he himself was in the habit of receiving annually for the land they hold of him in Lammermuir. 

[1274 x 28.05.1279]

Source
              NAS, GD 45/ 27/ 8 (St Andrews Priory cartulary), f. 161r

  NLS, MS. Adv. 9A.1.3 (19th c transcript), ff. 331v-332r

Printed
               St Andrews Liber, 380 

  Stuart, May Recs.,15, no 22  

Charters to Melrose Abbey

The charters of the earls to Melrose show them to have been early benefactors of the abbey, granting mixed arable and pastureland where the coastal plain meets the Lammermuir Hills, and common pasture and easements of the moor. These early gifts were confirmed and augmented over the years by successive earls and land in Berwickshire and Lothian added.

1 *  Earl Gospatric gifted a saltpan to Melrose [22.8.1138 x 1159]

Reference to this gift in King Malcolm’s confirmation to Melrose (1153 x 1159) of Hartside (RRS, i , no 132), with Spott (RRS, i , no 133) where he also confirms Earl Gospatric’s gift of a saltpan, and in King William’s confirmation of 1165 x 1168 (RRS, ii, no 83). 

2.  Earl Cospatric gives Hartside and Spott by the rightful boundaries between themselves and Stenton, which they had in the time of King David and his father, and likewise common pasture of the moor. [1153 x 1159]

Source

NAS, GD/ 55/ 6 = A

                          BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff. 82v –83r =B

Printed

Melrose Liber, no 6 (from A)

 Facsimile, ibid., facing  p 8

3.  Earl Waldeve gives use of common pasture on Lammermuir with himself and his men, by stated boundaries. If the monks leave the pasture of Innerwick they must remove their sheepfolds and lodgings. [1166 x 20.8.1179]

Source

NAS, GD/ 55/ 76 = A

BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff. 84v-85r = B

Printed

Melrose Liber, no 76 (from A); facs facing p 67 

Nat. MSS. Scotland,  no XLIV, facing p 23

 4.  Earl Waldeve confirms the gift which his father made to them of Hartside and Spott by the rightful boundaries between themselves and Stenton which they had in the time of King David and his grandfather and the common pasture and easements of the moor, as they held in the time of his father. [1166 x 1182]

Source
              BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), f. 83r

 Printed                Melrose Liber, no 55

5*  Earl Waldeve gave Melrose Abbey a toft with a saltpan in the harbour of Biel. [1166 x 1182]

Reference in Melrose Liber, no 365, confirmation by Patrick IV and again by Patrick V in 1342 (ibid, no 431). This may have been the same saltpan granted in no 1.

6.  Earl Patrick [I] gives land at Harcarse. [c.1182 x 1214]

Source
               NAS, GD 55/120: with seal = A

   BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary),  f. 80r = B

Printed
               Melrose Liber, no 120 (from A)

7.   * Earl Patrick [?I] made an agreement with the monks of Melrose over rights to the road which goes to Lauder by the causeway and Malcolm’s Road.  [1182 x 31.12.1232]

Reference in charter of Earl Patrick’s son, probably Patrick II, no 14 below.

8.  Earl Patrick [I] confirms the gift made by his grandfather and confirmed by his father, of Hartside and Spott by the rightful boundaries between them and Stenton, which they had in the time of his father and grandfather, and common pasture of the moor. He adds five acres for a sheepfold and stipulates a maximum of five hundred wedders per flock, totalling fifteen hundred sheep. He confirms any right to the common which goes with the meadow which they hold of the knights of Alan fitz Walter, the king’s Steward, in the feu of Innerwick. [1184 x 1195 or 1196]

Source
               BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff. 83r-v

Printed
               Melrose Liber, no 56

9.  Earl Patrick [I] gives the exclusive use of an extra fifty one acres in Lammermuir as measured out in ditches by his trustworthy men near the five acres conveyed previously to the monks so that they may enclose them to make a meadow and a fold. [1198 x c.1220]

Source
               NAS, GD 55/77: with seal  = A

   BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), f. 85r = B

Printed
                Melrose Liber, no 77 (from A)

10.Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar gives a  ploughgate which he himself perambulated with Adam, abbot of Melrose, and the earl’s trustworthy men within stated boundaries. [1207 x  5.8.1213] 

Source
NAS, GD 55/48: with seal = A

BL, MS.  Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff. 81r-v = B

Printed
             Melrose Liber, no 48 ( from A)

11. The dispute between Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar and the house of Melrose over pasture west of the Leader has been settled amicably in the presence of King William. The earl has given to the monks all the arable land called Sorrowlessfield, and pastureland. He and his heirs reserve the the right to the trees in the wood. Neither party shall have building structures within the pastureland, nor cultivate any land except Sorrowlessfield. The earl’s livestock shall not cross the road and each night shall return to the the toun of Earlston unless prevented by storm or flood. The monks’ livestock shall have free access to and from their pasture.The earl  grants the monks one hundred and twenty cartloads of peats each year.   Dated 6 July, 1208, at Selkirk. [6.7.1208]  

Source
             NAS, GD 55/102 = A

 BL, MS Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff. 38v-39r  = B

Printed
Melrose Liber, no 102 (from A) 

 APS, i, 390-1 

12. Earl Patrick [I] of Dunbar confirms all of the arable land called Sorrowlessfield beyond the Leader to the west in the direction of the monks’ grange as William Sorrowless most fully held it. [c.6. 7.1208]

Source
               NAS, GD/ 55/104 = A

   BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), f. 37v = B

Printed
                Melrose Liber,  no 104 (from A)

13.   Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms everything connected to Penshiel given to them by John of Methil, to be held by them for ever of John of Methil and his heirs. The earl reserves the service due to him from John son of Waldeve. [13.12.1229 x 31.12.1232] .

Source
                NAS, GD/55/212 = A

   BL , MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff. 78v – 79r = B

Printed
                Melrose Liber, no 212 (from A)

14. Earl Patrick [II or III] of  Dunbar quitclaims any right concerning Malcolm’s Road, or any other right to the public road to the west beyond the causeways. He also wishes the public road to be held by the rightful boundaries between the monks and himself.  [ 31.12.1232 x 1248 (x 13.12) or 1248 (x13.12) x 24.8.1289]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv. 34.4.11 (Melrose Abbey cartulary Reg. Vet.), f. 43r (pencil 

                            foliation)  = A

   BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff 39r-v = B

15. Patrick [II] earl of Dunbar sells to the abbot and convent of Melrose the whole of his stud in the feu of Lauder on 29 August 1247 for one hundred and twenty merks,a hundred to himself and twenty to his son and heir Sir Patrick. The abbot and convent of Melrose give him a hundred merks sterling, and twenty merks to his son Patrick  for his confirmation, payment for these now having been made in full to them both.  [1247 (x 29.8.)]

Source
               NAS, GD 55 / 230 = A

   NLS, MS.  Adv. 34.4.11 (Melrose Abbey cartulary Reg. Vet.), f. 62v (partial      

     text) = B

   BL , MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), ff. 39v-40r = C

Printed
                Melrose Liber, no 230 (from A)   

16. Patrick [II]  earl of  Dunbar announces that an agreement has been made between himself and the abbot and convent of Melrose in the presence of King A[lexander] and his barons to allow the abbot and convent to have peaceful and permanent possession of the land which Master William of Greenlaw [who held land in the feu of Hassington given him by Earl Patrick’s tenant, Robert of Muscamp] gave to them in the earl’s court at Edrom; to be held by the abbot and convent by the same boundaries by which Master William held it, and with the common pasture of the toun of Hassington. [14.4.1248]

Source
               NAS, GD 55/ 236: with seal and counterseal

Printed
               Melrose Liber, no 236

                             APS, i, 408-409 

17. Patrick [II] earl of Dunbar confirms the gift [made] by Master [William of Greenlaw] in his court at Edrom to the abbot and convent of Melrose of land in the territory of Hassington which was given to Master William and his assignees in perpetuity by the earl’s tenant Robert de Muscamp, to be held by those boundaries by which Master William held it [and with] the common pasture of the toun and [free] access.  Dated 18 April 1248, at Berwick.  [18. 4.1248]

Source
              NAS, GD 55/ 235: with seal and counterseal

Printed
 Melrose Liber, no 235, with text in brackets supplied from no 16 above. 

 APS, i, 409 

18. Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar confirms the sale which his father Patrick [II] made on 29 August 1247 to the abbot and convent of his stud in the feu of Lauder; also his father’s grant and quitclaim to the abbot and convent of his common land within the feu of Lauder.  Dated 9 December 1251  [9 . 12. 1251]

Source
               NAS, GD/55/ 328: with seal and counterseal = A

   BL, MS. Harley 3960 (Melrose Abbey cartulary), f. 40r = B

Printed
               Melrose Liber, no 328 (from A)

19.* Earl Patrick [I] and Countess Ada granted lands in Redpath to Melrose Abbey. [24.8.1198 x 1200]

Reference in Alexander Nisbet, A System of Heraldry (1722), 273. 

Charters to Newbattle Abbey

The charters of the earls to the Cistercian abbey of Newbattle relate to Hailes and Fortune, an area of mixed arable and pasture which was Dunbar land and which was apparently held of them in the twelfth and thirteenth century by different branches of the Fraser family. 

1. Earl Patrick [I] confirms the ploughgate of the land of Hailes given by Oliver son of Kilvert and confirmed in Oliver’s charter; also Oliver’s gift of  pasture for three hundred sheep of the common of the toun of Hailes, and free entry and exit, as in Oliver’s charter.  [1184 x 1200]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv. 34.4.13 (Newbattle Abbey cartulary), f. 25r

Printed
               Newbattle Registrum, no 75

2.   Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms a half ploughgate called South Rig in South Hailes which is divided into four as evidenced by the stones put in position as boundaries; also half of the land adjacent to pastureland where they have for three hundred sheep and further pasture for a hundred sheep in the tenement of South Hailes.They are to have all four hundred sheep in the common pasture of South Hailes, in the land from which the grass has been cut as well as in the other pasture of the toun. [c.1200 x 1209 or 1213 x 31.12.1232, probably c.1220]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv. 34.4.13 (Newbattle Abbey cartulary), f. 26r

Printed
               Newbattle Registrum, no 79

3. Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms all the land which Mary of Hailes daughter of Kilvert and sister of Oliver gave to them ‘in libera viduitate’ in North Hailes, by stated boundaries. [c.1200 x 1209 or 1213 x 31.12.1232, probably c.1220]

Source
                 NLS, MS. Adv. 34.4.13 (Newbattle Abbey cartulary), f. 28v

Printed
                 Newbattle Registrum, no 93

4.  Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms all the land which John of Moray, son of John of London, gave them in West Fortune which was confirmed by Bernard Fraser in his charter, by stated boundaries. [c.1200 x 1209 or 1213 x 31.12.1232, probably c.1220]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv. 34.4.13 (Newbattle Abbey cartulary), f. 32v

Printed
               Newbattle Registrum, no 115

5.  Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms the half ploughgate in the feu of Fortune which Nes of London gave and confirmed by charter to them, by the boundaries declared in his charter. [c.1214 x 31.12.1232]

Source
               NLS,  MS. Adv. 34.4.13 (Newbattle Abbey cartulary), f. 31v

Printed
               Newbattle Registrum, no 108

2. Charters to the monks of Durham regarding lands in Scotland

Charters addressed to Coldingham Priory

The charters of the earls of Dunbar to Coldingham priory have here been considered separately from those addressed to the monks of St Cuthbert or the monks of Durham, although nos 1, 4, 7 and 8 relate to touns and lands in Coldinghamshire granted originally to Durham (ND 2, 15 and 16).

1. This agreement has been made between the prior and convent of Coldingham and Earl Waldeve and the sons of Swein the priest. The prior and convent  grant to Eustace and his heirs two ploughgates in Renton to be held of them in feu and heritage for the same service owed by his father for the land he held before he had the whole toun in ferme; on condition that Eustace swears that he will keep faith with the prior and convent. If Swein’s son Jordan or anyone else starts an unjust claim against the monks with regard to any right claimed by Swein in Coldinghamshire by charters or other entitlements, Earl Waldeve and Eustace and Swein’s sons shall intervene. [1166 x 1182]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 788: with seal

Printed
   J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 115


 

                            NCH, vii, plate 4;  between pages 48 and 49

 2.   Earl P[atrick] [I] of Dunbar confirms to the monks of Coldingham the  easement of River Aikieside and River Elmedene for their mill of Oldcambus as long as they hold the toun of Oldcambus as demesne. [1182 x 31.12.1232, probably 1182 x c.1200]

Source
                DCM, MC. 763: with seal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 120

3.  P[atrick] [I] earl of Dunbar firmly orders his steward to hand over without delay or disruption any serfs and neyfs of the prior and convent of Coldingham wherever they are found in the earl’s lands, together with all their goods and chattels. He has sent his letters patent secured by his seal. [1182 x 31.12.1232 or possibly x 1248 or x 1289]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 768 ( missing since 1887)

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 121

4.  Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms the resignation and quitclaim of the toun of Swinewood made by his son Sir Patrick to the monks of Durham at Coldingham as contained in the charter which they have from him. [c.1200 x 31.12.1232, probably c. November1222]

Source
               DCM, MC. 769, with seal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham,  Appendix,  no 118

5. This chirograph announces that Lord Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar and Prior Thomas and the monks of Coldingham have amicably settled the disagreement between them concerning Billie marsh. The earl grants to the prior and monks of Coldingham half of Billie as their right, by stated boundaries. Neither party may enter the other’s portion to graze animals or take anything  from it.  [c.1212 x c.1221, or c.1229 x 31.12.1232]

Source
               DCM, MC. 744, with seals

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix,  no 122

6.   Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms to St Cuthbert and the prior and monks of Coldingham half of Billie by stated boundaries.  [c.1212 x c.1221 x  or c.1229 x 31.12.1232]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 743: with seal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 123

7.  Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar confirms  the resignation and quitclaim of the toun and demesne land of Swinewood  made by his son Sir Patrick on behalf of himself and his heirs to the prior and monks of Durham at Coldingham, as in his charter. [30 .03.1231 x 31.12.1232]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 765: with seal and counterseal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham,  Appendix, no 124

8. P[atrick] [I] earl of Dunbar acknowledges the receipt of one hundred merks of silver from Prior Thomas and the convent  of Coldingham which they owed to him for the quitclaim of the toun of Swinewood. Payment in full has now been made and they are quitclaimed of the debt. [30. 3.1231 x 31.12.1232]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 767: with seal and counterseal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 119

9. Earl Patrick [III] confirms to Prior Henry and the monks of Coldingham the entire half of Billie as their right, by stated boundaries. As agreed between his grandfather the Lord Earl Patrick and Prior Thomas and the convent of Coldingham, neither party may enter the other’s portion to graze animals or take anything from the land. [1248 (x13.12) x 1260, or 1276 x 24.8.1289]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 773: with seal and counterseal

Printed
   J. Raine, North Durham,  Appendix, no 140

10.  Earl Patrick [III] confirms  to the prior and monks of Coldingham the entire half of Billie for the same reasons, by the same boundaries and on the same terms as contained in the charter of his grandfather Earl Patrick.  [1248 (x 13.12) x 24. 8.1289, probably x 1260]

Source
               DCM, MC. 772: with seal and counterseal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 139

11. An agreement has been reached by which Prior German and the convent of Coldingham have granted and set at ferme to P[atrick][III] earl of Dunbar the entire part of Aikieside Burn from Swineside Ford to the mouth of the Elmedene for a reddendo of a pound of cumin for all service annually at the Nativity of John the Baptist [24 June]. Earl Patrick will not claim any right within the wood beyond that river by reason of this grant. [c. April 1260 x 12.06.63]

Source
               DCM, MC. 661, with seal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 580

12.  Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar confirms and quitclaims to the prior and convent of Coldingham all right and claim whatsoever which he had or any entitlement he might have to annual hospitality in the priory. Neither he nor any of his heirs shall have the power to demand or claim any hospitality of any sort in future from the prior or convent or from the house. Dated  29 May, 1279, at Duns [29.05.1279]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 774: with seal, no visible counterseal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no138

Charters addressed to the monks of St Cuthbert or of Durham Priory

The charters in this section are treated separately from those addressed to the monks of Coldingham in the previous section, partly to give them greater clarity and coherence but also partly because they are addressed not to the monks of Coldingham but variously to the monks of St Cuthbert (no 1), the brothers of the church of St Cuthbert at Durham (no 2), the monks of Durham (nos 3, 4, 5, 6, 7), the prior and monks of Durham (no 8), the prior and convent of Durham (no 9).     

1.  Earl Gospatric brother of Dolfin gives in alms to the monks of St Cuthbert the toun of Edrom and the church of Edrom with all its chapels and the toun of Nisbet, to be possessed  free and quit in perpetuity with everything which belongs to these touns. [23 or 25.04.1124 x 22.08.1138, probably August 1138]

Source
               DCM, MC. 778: with seal, no visible counterseal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 111

   Facsimile in Anderson, Diplomata, plate 71

   Nat. MSS., Facsimiles, no 25

   NCH, vii, plate 1, between p 40 and p 41

2.    Earl Gospatric confirms to the brothers of the church of St Cuthbert at Durham, Edrom and Nisbet and Edrom Church, the gift in alms which he and his father made to them with all the pertinents which his father gave them and confirmed to him by his charter.   [1164 or 1165 x 1166, probably 1164 x 9.12.1165]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 777: with seal and counterseal = A

   DCM, Cartuarium Vetus,  f.111v = B

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 112 (from A)

   Anderson, Diplomata, plate 71

3.   Earl Gosp[atric] son of Earl Gosp[atric] brother of Dolfin confirms to the monks of Durham in perpetual alms the toun of Edrom and its church with all its chapels, and the toun of Nisbet, with everything belonging to the touns. [1164 x 9.12.1165]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 779: with seal and counterseal = A

   DCM, Cartuarium Vetus, f.111v = B

Printed                  J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 113 (from A)

4. Earl Waldeve confirms to the monks of Durham the toun and church of Edrom with its chapels and the toun of Nisbet, with the same pertinents and on the same terms as in his father’s grant.  Dated 1166  [1166]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 787 = A

   DCM, MC. 677 is a later copy (s. xiv) = B 

   DCM, Cartuarium Vetus, f.111v = C

   Reg I,i, f. 17v = D

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix , no 114 (from A)

5.   Earl Patrick [I] confirms to the monks of Durham the toun and church of Edrom with the chapel of Earlston and its other chapels and pertinents and Nisbet toun, with all the pertinents. [1189 x 1198, possibly 1189 x 1193]

Source
               DCM,  MC. 764: with seal, no counterseal = A

   DCM, Cartuarium Vetus, f.112r = B

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 116 (from A)

6. Earl Patrick [I] of Dunbar quitclaims to the monks of Durham the land in Swinton between Fogo and Swinton which he unjustly claimed from them. He wishes them to possess the land of him and his successors for ever by its rightful stated boundaries. [1182 x 31.12.1232 ; probably c.1200]

Source
                DCM, MC. 766: with seal

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham , Appendix, no 117

7.   Earl Patrick [II ] confirms to the monks of Durham the toun of Edrom and Edrom church with its chapel of Earlston and its other chapels and pertinents, and another toun, Nisbet; to be possessed, free and quit for ever with everything belonging to the touns.  [31.12.1232 x 13.12.1248]

Source
                DCM, MC. 746: with seal and counterseal = A

   DCM, MC. 745: with seal and counterseal = B

Printed
                J.Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 135 (from A)

8.    Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar restores the wardship of East Nisbet to the prior and monks of Durham with the marriage of the heir of that toun as their right for ever.  He reserves everything of which he and his predecessors were vest and seised with regard to the toun, providing however that the heirs of the toun are not disparaged.  [1248 (x 13.12) x 24.8.1289]

Source
   DCM,  MC. 775: with seal

Printed
   J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 136

9. Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar restores to the prior and convent of Durham the wardship of East Nisbet and the marriage of its heirs. He reserves to himself and his heirs thirty shillings annually at the feast of St Martin from the prior of Coldingham for Edrom and East Nisbet and the forinsec service owed from these touns, providing the heirs of the toun shall not be disparaged. Dated 4 November 1261, at Chirnside  [4. 11. 1261]

Source
               DCM, MC.  776: with seal 

Printed
                J. Raine, North Durham, Appendix, no 137

5. Charters to laymen

Of the ninety-three acts attributable to the earls in the period c1124 –1289, only seven are to lay beneficiaries; of these seven, four (nos 1-3 and 6) are ‘lost’ acts, with a mere three surviving in full text, all dating from the 1230’s or later (nos 4, 5 and 7). 

1.  * Patrick [I]  earl of Dunbar granted Ruchlaw to Bertram son of Alexander of Seton, with additional land.  [1182 x c.1202]

Reference in the confirmation of Earl Patrick’s grant by William I at Stirling 22 February 1200 x 1202 (RRS, ii, no 578, 479;  Family of Seton, ii, 842; BL, MS. Harley 4693, f.11a). 

2.  *Earl Patrick [I] of Dunbar granted tofts in Tranent to Bertram son of Alexander of Seton. [1182 x 4.12.1214]

Reference in the confirmation of Earl Patrick’s grant by William I, probably late in William’s reign (RRS, ii, no 579; Family of Seton, ii, 842; BL, MS. Harley 4693, f.10). 

 3.* Earl Patrick [I] gave land at ‘Selburleche’ to Alan, Thomas’s son. [1182 x 31.12.1232]

Sir Patrick confirms the land to the nuns of Coldstream by the rightful boundaries by which it was held and possessed by Alan, by the gift of his father, Earl Patrick. (Cold. Cart., nos 29-30)

4.   P[atrick I or II] earl of Dunbar confirms to David son of David de Graham, brother of Richard of Fans, two tofts in Mellerstain, and twenty-one acres in Whitefield and in Kingside, and thirty-five  acres beside the Eden of Richard of Fans’ demesne toun. Lady Amabel, Richard’s mother, may hold this land of David her son, paying a reddendo during her lifetime of twelve pence for everything  annually at Hexham during the Corbridge market days to him or his emissary. [1182 x 31.12.1232]

Source
               NLS, MS. Adv. 34.5.1, f. 50r 

Printed
               Kelso Liber, no 131

5. Patrick (II) earl  of Dunbar confirms Stephen Papedy’s gift of Manderston by its rightful boundaries, and all easements and liberties belonging to the toun; to be held by Thomas and his heirs for the homage and service of Thomas and his heirs, who are to perform the service of one-eighth of a knight and a reddendo to Henry Papedy on behalf of Stephen and his heirs of half a merk of silver annually at the feast of St James, during Roxburgh Fair. If Thomas dies without an heir the brother born after him, and his heirs, shall have possession of the land.  At Duns  [31.12.1232 x 13.12.48, probably c.1247]

Printed.
Text contained in Inspeximus of David II ( RMS, i, no 251). 

6.  *  Earl Patrick [II]  gave forest in Dundaff and Strathcarron to David de Graham. [7.7.1235  x  23.10.1237]

Reference in Alexander II’s confirmation (Scone, 23 October, 1237) of the charter of Earl Patrick granting Dundaff and Strathcarron in Stirlingshire to David de Graham. (Scoular, Handlist, 41, no 237;  Anderson, Diplomata, Facsimile no 30). 

7.  Patrick [III] earl of Dunbar confirms to Geoffrey Caldicottt and his wife Margaret the homages and services of Walter of Graden and also of Peter Graden and William his son relating to all the lands and tenements which they hold of the earl in the toun of Graden; to be held of the earl and his heirs for ever with returns, wardships, reliefs, marriages and escheats and all other liberties and pertinents of their lands and tenements, freely, peacefully and hereditarily. They are to render annually to the earl and his heirs the same payments and perform the same services which Walter, Peter and William customarily rendered to him. [1248 (x 13.12) x 24.8.1289, perhaps 1286 x 24.8.1289] [1248 x 24.8.1289]

Source  
NAS, RH6/60

Acts for which no charter is recorded

1.* Earl Gospatric gave Hartside and Spott by rightful boundaries to the monks of Melrose.

[1136 x 22.08.1138]

Reference in Charters to Melrose, no 2, where the boundaries are said to be those by which the monks held Hartside and Spott in the time of Earl Gospatric’s father and King David. 

2.*  Earl Gospatric granted to the priory of May a lodging with a  toft in Dunbar and access for one ship to provide necessities for the priory of May. [1153 x 9.12.1165]

Reference to the confirmation of this act by Malcolm IV (RRS, i, no 279) is contained in William I’s charter of confirmation (RRS, ii, no 8, 1166 x 1171; Stuart, May Recs, 7, no 12). 

3.*  Patrick [I] earl of Dunbar gifted a chalder of corn  annually to Paisley Abbey [1182 x 1226]

Reference in confirmation by Pope Honorius III to Abbot William of Paisley of the possessions of the abbey; ‘et annum redditum unius geldra frumenti quem percipitis ex donatione nobilis vir Patricii Comitis de Dunbar’. [NLS, MS. Adv. 34.4.14 ( Paisley Abbey cartulary), f. 272v (pencil foliation) ; Cal. Papal Letters, i, 106-7 (1226); Paisley Reg., 412] 

4* Patrick II earl of Dunbar and his wife Euphemia founded the priory of Blantyre [1232 x 1248]

Reference in Cal. Papal Letters, xiii, 531-2 (24 May 1476)

The original texts of charters granted by the earls to Coldstream Priory (nos 3, 5, 10, 14, 15), Melrose Abbey (no 14) and to laymen (no 7) are printed in full for the first time in ‘The Acts of the Earls of Dunbar Relating to Scotland, c.1124-c.1289: A Study of Lordship in Scotland in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries’ by Elsa Hamilton (unpublished PhD Thesis, Glasgow, 2003).

� Kelso Liber, no 77
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